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Mauritius

Which bioeconomy-related policy strategies exist?

In 2013, the Mauritian government published a
comprehensive Roadmap on “Ocean Economy”,
which outlines how Mauritius will transform to
become an Ocean Economy. The government in-
tegrated the vision of the Ocean Economy in its
Government Program 2015-2019, with a clear

economic and foreign investment focus. For this
purpose, a new ministry has been created and the
Mauritius Institute of Oceanography together with
all other ocean related activities have been brought
under the pursue of that Ministry.

Is the term “bioeconomy” or “biobased economy”

used in the strategy documents?

Yes No

Who is the author of the strategies?

The Roadmap on Ocean Economy has been pub-
lished by the Mauritius Board of Investment. The
roadmap is the result of public consultations held
with representatives of the private sector, local
ocean specialists, international experts and re-

searchers to assist the Government in evaluating
the potential of the Mauritian Exclusive Economic
Zone. A National Taskforce on Ocean Economy
should be nominated to oversee the implementa-
tion of the Roadmap.
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What are the key goals of the strategies?

The main objective of the Ocean Economy Road-
map is not related to bioeconomy. The strategy
envisions that the ocean economy’s contribution to
GDP will double from a current 10.8 percent to 20
percent by 2020. It seeks to develop into a major
hub in the region for petroleum products, container
transshipment and value-added services such as
logistics and marine services. Still, about half of

the priority areas for development of the ocean
economy can be attributed to bioeconomy.

In the 2015-2019 work program, the government
pursues the development of the ocean economy as
an important industry to promote economic diversi-
fication, job creation and wealth generation.

What are the priority areas of the strategies?

The Ocean Economy Roadmap identifies seven
priority areas, about half can be considered bio-
economy-related: fishing, seafood processing and
aquaculture; marine pharmaceuticals, cosmetics,
thalassotherapy and high-end aquaculture; marine
services including marine biotechnology; and ocean
knowledge. Particular attention is paid to lagoon
aquaculture projects and so called “Deep Ocean
Water Applications” for example in bioprospecting,
the cosmetics and bottled-water industry.

The 2015-2019 Government Program sets mainly
regulatory priorities when it comes to realizing the
vision of the ocean economy. For example, a new
Fisheries and Marine Resources Bill and a Marine
Pollution Bill will be introduced in line with the
International Maritime Organization Convention.
The Program further highlights the government’s
active promotion of fossil fuel exploration while
putting the fishermen community at the center of
socio-economic development.
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